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CL Luman

HEADMASTER

07:45   First matches kick off

12:00 - 13:30 Lunch for coaches in the College Boardroom 

                      Post match function for coaches and staff in the Kent Pavilion

It is a great pleasure for Maritzburg College to host not just its own community, but the staff,
boys and supporters of Glenwood High, Howick High and St Charles College.

We welcome you all to our campus, for what are bound to be highly enjoyable and keenly contested
winter sport fixtures.

A hearty “Thank you” goes to all the sports coaches, officials and Estates staff from our schools – their
hard work and dedication make these fixtures possible.

Lastly, I ask that all spectators read the College Way, and read and adhere to the Code of Conduct for
Spectators – so that the matches between the boys are played out in a spirit of mutual respect,
camaraderie and sportsmanship. 

I trust that you will all enjoy the day with us, and wish you safe travels back home.

If you do not have a QR Code Reader installed on your device, 
you can download one for free from the App Store or Google Store.

All the main games on Pape’s,Goldstone’s and Snow's will be live-streamed by SuperSport Schools.

For Fixtures, Team lists and Results, please scan these QR codes to download the College Sport
App or go to https://supersportschools.com/

Apple App Google Play
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Adhere to our Anti-discrimination policy

Encourage the players to play by the rules.

Encourage and applaud good play from

both teams competing in the match.

Support the umpires and referees in every

respect.
Stay off the field of play at all times.
Assist the players (off the field) with

positive coaching.

•
•
•
•
• 

We pride ourselves on doing the simple things very, very well. 
Hard work, resilience, discipline and a strong, historic culture remain the backbone of College sport. 
Players and coaches at our #RedBlackWhite school have a common identity. 
We want to be the BEST, but never at the expense of the Core Values of the College. 
We pride ourselves on our physical ability and strive to be the fittest, strongest and fastest teams and
players. 
Our grounds are always of the highest quality, with everyone playing their part. 
We play hard, but fair, and the way in which we carry ourselves (on and off the field), both as players
and coaches, is one of extreme respect.
Relationships with umpires, referees, sponsors and parents are always healthy and appropriate
behaviour is ALWAYS expected.
We aim to remain relevant, positive, trustworthy, accountable, supportive and have a growth mindset. 

Maritzburg College promotes sport for the enjoyment derived there from, and for the contribution it

makes towards the total development of the child. Maritzburg College encourages spectators to adhere

to the following

Promote cheating or bending of the rules.
Reprimand players for mistakes.
Publicly question the referee's decisions.
Promote "winning at all costs".
Abuse referees / players / fellow spectators.

THE COLLEGE SHOPPE: We will have a Pop Up stand on Goldstone’s, and the Shoppe will be open from
08h00 to 12h00 (school uniform and College memorabilia)



THE COLLEGE MUSEUM: Open from 09h00 to 12h00 near the school reception. This is well worth a visit
and contains fascinating items and information about the history of our noble old school.

All parents, scholars, supporters and visitors are invited to enjoy refreshments at the following
venues:



KHWELA’S CORNER                 Freshly cooked burgers, chips and soft drinks
COLLEGE TUCKSHOP              Tuck shop fare
KENT PAVILION                        Tea, coffee and light snacks (10h00 and 13h00) 
                                                   College ‘Cheese Zarms’ pancakes and soft drinks
HOCKEY HUT                            Tea, coffee and light snacks (10h00 - 11h30) 
GOLDSTONE’S COFFEE SHOP Speciality coffee, soft drinks and eats

PLEASE NOTE THAT DEPARTMENTAL RULES PREVENT US FROM SERVING ALCOHOL ON THE
SCHOOL PROPERTY. DRINKS CAN BE PURCHASED AT THE MARITZBURG BOWLING CLUB ACROSS
FROM GOLDSTONES IN PRINCESS MARGARET DRIVE

Please: Please Don't:
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A modern school in every sense, Maritzburg College retains a strong sense of its history and
heritage. Founded in 1863, this year, College is 160 years old. 
From humble beginnings to a POWERHOUSE school...

The school unashamedly embraces and promotes its Core Values of Commitment, Courage,
Honesty, Respect, Integrity and Self-discipline, which all our boys are expected to live out each
day. Our College Credo includes an individual pledge for each boy to remain true to all that is
College, its values, brotherhood and traditions. 

As the largest and oldest all boys’ school in KwaZulu-Natal, we have 1260 boys of whom 470 are
boarders residing in 5 boarding houses, supported by 50 live-in staff. Our staff to pupil ratio is
1:15.



Having the boys fulfil their academic potential is our highest priority and we are committed to
providing each boy with a well-rounded relevant and excellent education experience. 

Our innovative pastoral care programme, managed through the 10 school day houses, aims to 

build a community within the school, creating supportive systems and positive relations,  and 

promoting a strong ethos of mutual care and concern. Through mentorship, we help each of our 

boys develop his sense of value and virtue-based character.

Maritzburg College is a modern, relevant multi-racial school that embraces all that is best in South 

Africa’s ever-changing environment, and has a crucial role to play in nation building. Our Social 

Awareness Programme, involving pupil, staff and parents, is actively seeking ways to embrace and 

manage diversity in the school, and ensure this becomes embedded in the quality education we offer.

 

Our sports facilities are world class, catering for all the major sports – and a number of lesser ones 

too. Covering 25 hectares, the campus includes a High Performance Sports Centre, two indoor & two 

outdoor basketball courts, a world-class hockey AstroTurf, a full size heated water polo pool, seven 

tennis courts, four squash courts, seven sports fields, an indoor shooting range. In addition we have 

the Dusi River on our doorstep, and access to the AB Jackson astro, cycling velodrome, Maritzburg 

cricket oval, Harry Gwala soccer stadium and Msunduzi Athletics Track.

Currently there are 325 College Old Boys who have played sport at an international level, more than 

any other school in the country. 

We have for many years excelled on the rugby field, and currently have more rugby teams than any 

other school in the country. Mr JM “Skonk” Nicholson was one of College’s greatest catalysts for 

future rugby success; when he retired after 35 seasons as the coach of the First XV, 22 of his teams

were unbeaten or lost only one match.

College’s Red Army 1st XI have also dominated the school hockey rankings over the years. 2022 saw 

6 College OCs represent their country at the African Cup of Nations. As defending champions, South 

Africa faced Egypt in the final which saw OC 2017 Brad Sherwood, playing in his first international 

tournament, secure the win for his country, and World Cup qualification.
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Early Years

Enter the Skonkwaan

Founded in 1863, Maritzburg College played its first rugby match in 1870, against Hermannsburg. Playing

on the old Market Square in the centre of town under Winchester Rules, College won by two goals to nil,

in the first recorded rugby match played in the old Colony of Natal (let alone the whole of Africa – but

that’s another story altogether).

Three Old Collegians appeared in the 1924 Spring-

bok team to take on the touring British Lions:

Bertram Vanderplank (front row, second right),

Walter Clarkson (middle row, far left) and Bill Payn

(middle of the middle row). The much-loved,

versatile Payn represented what is today KZN at

five sports, and famously ran the 1922 Comrades

Marathon in his rugby boots.

The captain of the 1937 Springboks to New 
Zealand, Philip Nel (OC 1921) (far right), introduces

a local dignitary to his team, during his team’s

triumphant tour of Australasia. The future rugby

boss, Dr Danie Craven, appears second from the

left.

The 1900 College First XV, captained by AS

“Madevu” Langley, with its prized silver-ware – the

Murray Cup. The dapper figure on the right is the

headmaster, Mr RD Clark (MA) (Oxon).

Rugby quickly became the game of choice at College and, apart from a short period of time in the 1880’s

and 1890’s, when football enjoyed a considerable following, has remained the most popular winter sport

at College.

Although rugby enjoyed great prestige in the first few decades of the 20th Century, the appointment as

First XV coach in 1948 of Mr JM “Skonk” Nicholson was the great catalyst for future success. Skonk’s effect

was immediate: his 1948 side lost only to old rivals, Durban High School, and in the following year Skonk

(himself a former head prefect of “School”) produced his first unbeaten team. He retired in 1982, 
after 35 seasons as the coach of the First XV. During that time, 22 of his teams were unbeaten or 
lost only one match. 
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A stand-out player in the early years was strapping farm boy, Philip Nel, who was the First XV captain and
all-powerful head prefect of the school in 1921. Nel captained the Springbok team on its all-conquering tour
of Australia and New Zealand in 1937. It remains the only Springbok team in history to have defeated the All
Blacks in New Zealand. Such was the quality of the play of his imperious team that it was given the tongue-
in-cheek accolade of being "the greatest team to leave New Zealand's shores". On the ship returning home,
Nel formally announced his retirement from Springbok rugby by throwing his trusty old rugger boots into
the sea. Like Alexander the Great, he had no more worlds to conquer. The Philip Nel Pavilion on Goldstone’s
was opened in October 2022, and was named in honour of this famed Springbok captain and leader of men.



Last 50 years

For decades, the school’s redoubtable Chief Induna,

Zablon Kwelha, was a loyal supporter of the First

XV. He travelled widely by bus with the Maritzburg

College boys to watch them play, often taking bets

on their success with his contemporaries at DHS 
and Glenwood. An unofficial adviser to his great

friend, Mr Nicholson, he fervently held the view that

each College First XV should contain at least one

red-headed player – “For extra fire!”

Skonk Nicholson poses with some of the senior
members of his unbeaten 1963 Centenary XV, 
which included a record 10 Natal Schools’ players,
was unbeaten in a 17-match season, and set many
records. The players are (from left to right) Andre
Bruyns (future provincial cricketer), Anthony Egner
(future Natal flyhalf), Colin Marsh (future MD of
Shell SA), Andrew van der Watt (future Springbok
winger) and David Anderson (captain). 

Outstanding teams in the last five decades include the 1972 First XV, which supplied 10 Craven Week
players and conceded only one try in 19 matches; the 1978 First XV, which won all of its matches; the 
record-breaking 1985 team, which won all of its 18 matches, including a 44-0 triumph over Bishops and a 10-
4 win over a Grey College side brimming with five SA Schools caps; the 1987 side that included SA Schools’
captain Brenton Catterall and three other SA Schools’ players; and the 1988 First XV, which won all 15 of its
fixtures.

Despite the retirement of the much-loved Mr Nicholson in 1982, that decade was a period of almost unbro-
ken triumph for Maritzburg College rugby, and from 1981-1990 losses were suffered only against Glenwood
(twice), Hilton and DHS (once each) among KZN schools. 

This rugby success continued into the 1990s, with the 1994 team delivering an unbeaten season against all
South African teams, losing only to Gisborne BHS in the final of the World Schools’ Tournament in Bowral,
Australia. Another highlight of the decade was the unbeaten 1995 side, which enjoyed wins over Ermelo,
Selborne, Grey High and Paul Roos Gymnasium, and big wins over Glenwood (61-13), Westville (62-6) and
Kearsney (43-3). Skippered by Zane Aszalos, the 1995 XV contained two SA Schools’ captains – Pieter Dixon
(1995) and Richard Kelly (1996).

By 2022, the explosion of professional rugby around the world meant that the number of Old Collegians
playing the sport on the international stage had increased dramatically, and Maritzburg College alumni have
in the last 30 years won caps for the Springboks (including Joel Stransky, Butch James, Peter Grant and 
Jesse Kriel), England, USA, Italy, Germany, Cyprus and Spain.
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2018 First XV captain and 2022 Springbok prop vs
Wales, Ntuthuko Mchunu, gallops across
Goldstone’s, during a 70m dash towards the
Michaelhouse try-line. On 9 July 2022, he came off
the bench to represent the Springboks in the 2nd
test vs Wales – in doing so, becoming Maritzburg
College’s 320 international cap. That tally has since
increased to 325. 

It’s a College try, and the bashers fly high
on Basher Ridge!

Maritzburg College First XVs have continued to play with pride and old-fashioned guts, and all 28 of the
school’s rugby teams play with fire, passion and some skill. Long may that continue.

Amongst the school’s 317 international sportsmen and officials at all codes, the following 16 Old Collegians
have represented, or formally been selected for, South Africa at 15-man rugby:

Ernest “Baby” Shum (1912), Walter Clarkson (1921-1924), Cecil “Bill” Payn (1924), Bertram “Beevee”
Vanderplank (1924), Philip Nel (1928-1937) (captain), George van Reenen (1937), Keith Oxlee (1960-1965),
Ormond Taylor (1962), Andy van der Watt (1969-1970), Joel Stransky (1993-1996), Jeremy Thomson (1996),
Pieter Dixon (2000), Butch James (2001-2008), Peter Grant (2007), Craig Burden (2012), Jessie Kriel 
(2015- ), Ntuthuko Mchunu (2022- )



In addition, several Old Collegians have represented other countries, notably: 

For England: Hubert Freakes (1938-1939), Geoff Appleford (2002), Don Armand (2018)
For United States: Juan Grobler (1997-2001), Chad Erskine (2005-2007), Matthew Hawkins (2010)
For Italy: Wim Visser (1999-2002)
For Germany: Frank Goedeke (2000-2001), Marcel Coetzee (2016-2019)
For Zimbabwe: Brenton Catterall (1991)
For Cyprus: Andrew Binikos (2009)
For Spain: Andrew Norton (2019)
For Singapore: Warren Ansell (2016)

A further eight Old Collegians have earned selection for international teams in the popular seven-man 
version of the game:

Frank Goedeke (Germany 1999), Wayne Munn (SA 1999), Geoff Appleford (England 2001),  Justin Hundley
(USA 2007), Grant Rees (SA 2007), Matthew Hawkins (USA captain 2008), Andrew Binikos (Cyprus 2010),  
Marcel Coetzee (Germany 2016).
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South African Schools' representatives (Rugby)

Today the school fields up to 30 rugby teams and participates in the foremost rugby festivals in the

country. In 2023, in addition to playing its fixtures against traditional rivals like today’s Glenwood High

School, the First XV has taken part in the North-South Festival at Affies in Pretoria, the St John’s College

Easter Festival in Johannesburg and the Wildeklawer Festival in Kimberley. Six overseas tours have

been undertaken, most recently to the United Kingdom in 2019.

9

The first South African Schools' team was selected in 1974. Many fine players, therefore, did not have the
opportunity to win a cap. Since 1974, the following Maritzburg College players have been chosen for
South African Schools' teams:
1974     MK Thompson (also cricket), BV “Bimbo” White                    
1976     PJ “Bullo” Lindsay, NB Johnson                 
1977     PJ Lindsay                  
1978     DJ Mills                    
1979     CM Jamieson                 
1984     JT Stransky                 
1985     SR Glover
1986     JRD Thomson
1987     BW Catterall (captain), UH Goedeke (also cricket), DAG “Hika” Reed, WG Wilson
1989     CD Mayer     
1994     WGA Munn
1995     PJ Dixon (captain)
1996     RC Kelly (captain)
1997     RF Linde
2002    PJ “Bash” Grant, EA Penzhorn (also cricket), B Squires
2012     JA Kriel
2017     FBZ Mbatha
2019     WL Hlophe
2022    L Bester

Rugby in 2023

The 2023 First XV results thus far are as follows:

Michaelhouse (A)                                             

Durban High School (A)                                  

Hoërskool Noordheuwel (N/S)                      

Grey College (N/S)                                          

Lions Invitational XV (St John's)                    

Hoërskool Nelspruit (St John's)                     

Jeppe High School for Boys (St John's)       

Clifton (A)                                                       

PBHS (A)                                                         

Stellenberg High School (Wildeklawer)         

Hoërskool Framesby (Wildeklawer)               

·S Kadira is at the end of 2022 congratulated by the
headmaster, Mr Luman, on his appointment as the
head prefect of Maritzburg College for 2023. 
At the end of the first term of 2023, he was also
appointed as the captain of the First XV.

L 20-27

L 7-14

W 47-45

L 24-37

W 50-5

W 43-19

W 26-20

W 32-5

W 47-15

L 24-36

W 19-13






Played:                  174
College won:         110
Glenwood won:     47
Drawn:                    17

Future Springbok, Jesse Kriel, attempts to barge

his way through the Affies defence, during the

teams’ 2012 clash on Goldstone’s.

Today, we welcome Glenwood High School from Durban to Goldstone’s, to continue a rivalry that dates
back to 1921, making Glenwood one of our oldest and most respected rivals. 

Of great significance for aficionados of the Red-Black-White is that today marks the first, long-awaited
home match for skipper S Kadira and his charges – in fact, it is the first match on Goldstone’s for the First
XV since the 22-28 loss against Glenwood in August of last year, in the last game of that season.

Over many decades, the First XVs earned a healthy respect for one-another, with Glenwood often fielding
big, physical packs against successive College teams in especially the 1970s and 1980s. Matches in those
long-lost days made for strategic tussles between the every-wily Mr “Skonk” Nicholson from College and
the “young Turk” from Glenwood, Mr “Toppy” Hortop!

One thinks of the epic clash between the fine Derek La Marque-inspired 1979 Glenwood side and the
College team of that year captained by Craig Jamieson – which managed to turn a 6-33 drubbing vs
Glenwood in only the 2nd match of the season into a 7-3 win on Goldstone’s; or, more recently, the 40-44
win by Glenwood on Reunion Day in 2013, when a 14-man College side fought bravely to the final whistle
against polished opponents, in one of the most exciting matches ever played on Goldstone’s.

A derby Saturday fixture played in wintry sunshine on Goldstone’s against Glenwood, with its depth in
teams, makes for a particularly eagerly-awaited prospect – and we are delighted to welcome our old
friends and rivals back to our school today.

Over many years, College had the better of the First XV exchanges, and this is reflected in the overall
statistics below. However, it’s important to bear in mind, too, that 2021’s 20-12 win by the College First XV
in Durban put an end to 11 consecutive wins over College by the Durban side. Since the start of the 2007
season, College has won only two of the 24 matches played – with two draws in 2012.

Today, in the 175th clash between the two teams, we look forward to another hard-fought contest
between these two proud rugby schools. 

Excluding the results of today's match, the following is the record between the First XVs:
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Rugby VS Glenwood 

The Glenwood loose-forwards, including the SA Schools
captain, Derek La Marque (left), sandwich the College skipper,
Craig Jamieson, during the hard-fought rematch between the
two teams in 1979, won 7-3 by College.
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Hockey has only had official sport status at Maritzburg College since 1974. Since then, the
game has grown in stature with College having had the honour of having been the first school
in South Africa to lay an artificial surface on its premises and at the end of 2018 the astroturf
was resurfaced.
Since 1951, College has had 35 Old Boys picked to play for South Africa and 1 for Canada,
more international players than any school in the world, including 3 captains. M Guise-Brown,
T Dlungwana, T Kok, T Paton, and S Nolutshungu and N Lembethe recently competed at in
the 2021 Tokyo Olympic Games. 

In 2022, B Sherwood became the 35th Old Boy to be picked for South Africa, making his
debut at the most recent Africa Cup of Nations, scoring the winning shootout in the final
against Egypt, to secure World Cup qualification. 

The school has now produced 100 SA Schools Caps in its history with 91 of these having been
earned since 1980. Last year, there were five 1st XI players who were selected for the SA
Schools U18B High Performance training squad. Four boys were selected for the SA U16 High
Performance Camp. Old boy’s A Walstroom and J Campbell enjoyed an exciting opportunity
last year when they travelled to Egypt and represented the SA Hockey 5s team at the World
Cup. 

Glenwood is one of College’s oldest rivals and the first match played between the two teams
was in 1975. The summary of results between the two schools are as follows; 62 matches have
been played, College have won 51, Glenwood have won 8 and 3 have ended in a draw. 

We are looking forward to welcoming Glenwood to Pape’s.
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