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Thursday 17 April 2025
10:00 – 12:00    Teams check in and registration & team photo                       

12:00 – 17:00     Match Day 1                                                                                

17:00 – 18:30     Dinner for boys                                                                      

17:30                  Management meeting                                                             

18:00                  Management Function  

                                                         

Friday 18 April 2025 – Match Day 2
06:00 – 08:00    Breakfast                                                                                 

07:00 – 12:00     Match Day 2 Fixtures                                                                

12:00 – 14:00      Lunch                                                                                         

12:00 – 17:00      Match Day 2 Fixtures                                                                 

17:00 – 19:00      Dinner                                                                                         

18:00                   Management Function                                                              

Saturday 19 April 2025 – Match Day 3
06:00 – 08:00    Breakfast                                                                                    

07:00 – 12:00     Match Day 3 Fixtures                                                                  

It is a great pleasure for Maritzburg College to host the Jesse Kriel Rugby Festival, and to 

welcome players and coaches from the 18 schools as well as their supporters to our campus.

We sincerely hope that all who participate or spectate will enjoy all that is great about 

schoolboy sport - camaraderie, team spirit, passion, commitment, and sportsmanship.

These values are at the heart of this festival and are wonderfully embodied by the 

Old Collegian after whom it is named - Jesse Kriel. His journey from a College boy

to international rugby star serves as an inspiration to all young players striving 

for excellence both on and off the field.

A heartfelt word of thanks goes to the following: Director of Rugby Mr H Marnitz, Master-in-Charge of

Rugby Mr S Stopford, Festival Director Mr W du Plessis and Mr L Smorfitt, Events Manager Ms R Barnard,

Granny Macs Catering, Mrs S Upfold and the Maritzburg College Marketing team, our Estates team, and all

the first aiders and volunteers who have worked tirelessly to make this festival a reality.

Of course, a very warm Red-Black-White welcome goes to all the players, coaches, managers, and parents

- we trust your time on our campus will be memorable and enjoyable.

May the next few days be filled with good rugby, great spirit, and lasting friendships. We wish you safe

travels home.

Mr MM Marwick
Acting Headmaster

Message from the Acting headmaster

Programme

Thirsti Tent

Goldstone’s, Barns’ and Snow’s

Dining Hall

Kent Pavilion

Kent Pavilion

Dining Hall

Goldstone’s, Barns’ and Snow’s

Dining Hall

Goldstone’s, Barns’ and Snow’s

Dining Hall

Kent Pavilion

Dining Hall

Goldstone’s, Barns’ and Snow’s
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Jesse Kriel: A College Boy, A Champion, A Rugby Legend

From the hallowed turf of Goldstone’s to the world’s greatest rugby stages, Jesse Kriel’s
journey is one of grit, glory, and commitment - a true embodiment of the Maritzburg
College spirit.

Jesse Kriel (OC 2008–2012) is a name that needs little introduction in South African
rugby. As a proud product of Maritzburg College, Jesse’s natural athleticism, fierce
determination, and deep rugby intelligence were evident from the moment he first pulled
on the Red, Black and White jersey. It was here, within these walls and on these fields,
that his foundation was laid - one built on tradition, excellence, and the relentless pursuit
of greatness.

After matriculating, Jesse rose rapidly through the rugby ranks. He made his professional
debut for the Vodacom Bulls in 2014 and, within a year, earned his Springbok cap -
making his test debut against Australia in 2015. His breakout performance came just
weeks later, when he scored a spectacular solo try against the All Blacks in
Johannesburg, instantly etching his name into Springbok folklore.

Since then, Jesse has been a consistent force in the Springbok backline. A member of
both the 2019 and 2023 Rugby World Cup squads, Jesse helped South Africa secure
back-to-back World Cup victories - a rare and historic achievement. His versatility as a
centre and wing, his physicality, and his strategic understanding of the game have made
him a critical asset to every team represented, including stints in Japan’s competitive Top
League.

Beyond the accolades and achievements, Jesse remains a proud Old Boy of Maritzburg
College. He often speaks of the role the school played in shaping his values, character,
and discipline - qualities that have carried him to the pinnacle of the sport.

It is only fitting that the school’s beloved u11 and u13 rugby festival, formerly the Skonk
Nicholson Junior Rugby Festival, now bears the name of Jesse Kriel. In honouring him, we
not only celebrate a world-class athlete, but also inspire the next generation of rugby
stars - young boys chasing their dreams, just as Jesse once did, right here at College.

Once a College boy, 
always a College boy.

PROFILE OF Jesse Kriel 



12:00 Pelham vs Grantham Park

12:50 Paul Pietersburg vs Kokstad

13:40 Nardini vs Richardia

14:30 Merchiston vs Nuwe Republiek

15:20 Umhlali vs Laddsworth

16:10 DPHS vs Wierda Park 

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3
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U11 FIXTURES FOR JKRF 2025:

07:00 Grantham Park vs Nardini

07:50 Merchiston vs Paul Pietersburg

08:40 Laddsworth vs Kokstad

09:30 DPHS vs Richardia

10:20 Umhlali vs Wierda Park 

11:10 Pelham vs Nuwe Republiek

12:00 Grantham Park vs Kokstad

12:50 Merchiston vs Wierda Park 

13:40 Laddsworth vs Nardini

14:30 Pelham vs Richardia

15:20 DPHS vs Paul Pietersburg

16:10 Umhlali vs Nuwe Republiek

07:00 Paul Pietersburg vs Wierda Park 

07:50 DPHS vs Nuwe Republiek

08:40 Merchiston vs Richardia

09:30 Laddsworth vs Grantham Park

10:20 Pelham vs Nardini

11:10 Umhlali vs Kokstad 5

17 April

18 April

19 April



12:00 Richardia vs Pelham 

13:00 Paul Pietersburg vs Wierda Park 2

14:00 Wierda Park vs Nuwe Republiek

15:00 DPHS vs Hudson Park

16:00 Merchiston vs Cambridge

07:00 Hudson Park vs Paul Pietersburg

8:00 Cambridge vs Richardia

09:00 Nuwe Republiek vs Merchiston

10:00 Paul Pietersburg vs Kokstad

11:00 Wierda Park vs DPHS

12:00 Break Break

13:00 Wierda Park 2 vs Richardia

14:00 Wierda Park vs Cambridge

15:00 Merchiston vs Hudson Park

16:00 Nuwe Republiek vs DPHS 

07:00 Scottsville vs Hudson Park

08:00 Cambridge vs Nuwe Republiek

09:00 Pelham vs Glencoe

10:00 Merchiston vs Grantham Park

11:00 Pelham vs DPHS
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U13 FIXTURES FOR JKRF 2025:

6

Day 1
17 April

Day 2
18 April

Day 3
19 April
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U13 FIXTURES FOR JKRF 2025:

Day 2
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Day 3

18 April

19 April

12:00 Kokstad vs Scottsville

13:00 Grantham Park vs Merchiston 2

14:00 Umhlali 2 vs Glencoe

15:00 Scottsville vs Nardini

Day 1
17 April

07:00 Kokstad vs Nardini

8:00 Merchiston 2 vs Glencoe

09:00 Wierda Park 2 vs Pelham 

10:00 Grantham Park vs Umhlali 2

11:00 Break Break

12:00 Glencoe vs Scottsville

13:00 Merchiston 2 vs Nardini

14:00 Pelham vs Grantham Park

15:00 Paul Pietersburg vs Umhlali 2

07:00 Wierda Park 2 vs Nardini

08:00 Wierda Park vs Paul Pietersburg

09:00 Merchiston 2 vs Richardia

10:00 Kokstad vs Umhlali 2



General Information:

 Each team will consist of 23 players.1.

 Each team will play four games, as determined by the organisers.2.

 Coastal teams will play against Inland teams as far as possible.3.

 Boksmart forms should be presented 30min before the start of the match to the match officials.4.

 Coaches must remain in technical box for the duration of the game.5.

Match Duration:
 U11 matches will have 20 minutes per half (running time).1.

 U13 matches will have 25 minutes per half (running time).2.

Player and Substitution Rules:

 Eight reserves are allowed, including three front rows (mandatory).1.

 Rolling substitutions are allowed, with a maximum of 12 changes per match.2.

Disciplinary Actions:

 Yellow cards will result in the player being substituted immediately.1.

 Red cards will also results in the player being substituted immediately. 2.

Additional Notes:

 The organisers request that all participants and staff prioritise safety, sportsmanship, and fairness

throughout the tournament.

1.

 Referees will enforce all rules in accordance with current school rugby regulations and any

tournament-specific guidelines.

2.

Festival rules

If the maximum number of substitutions (12) has been reached and a front-row

player is injured, an exception may be made, allowing up to 15 substitutions to

ensure safety.

If injuries in the first match prevent a team from fielding three front-rowers in

subsequent matches, “uncontested scrums” will be permitted. This decision must

be made by consensus between the referee and the coaches of both teams,

emphasising good sportsmanship.

The player’s conduct will then be addressed through the tournament’s internal

disciplinary process.
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Maritzburg College has an automated lightning siren which is linked to a satellite system and is self-
activated when the lightning in our area is active. There are two types of alerts; the first is a long
sounding siren which means take cover immediately, the second is a series of short blasts which
means that the lightning has cleared and it is safe to go out. We take the safety of our boys, staff,
parents, and community seriously, and ask that the following be adhered to should the siren go off:

What to do when the warning siren sounds
Immediately proceed to take cover and shelter (not under a tree).
All sport /outdoor activities must stop immediately.
SHELTER AREAS:

            - Barns’ / Pape’s / Goldstone’s / Snow’s to the High Performance Centre (HPC) / Kent Pavilion
            - Lamond’s / Nicholson’s / Leach’s to the HPC
            - Swimming Pool / Tennis Courts to the BE / Howies Hut / OCC
            - AB Jackson Fields to the Astro stadium / BE / Soccer Office
            - Camps Drift to the Canoe Club

Remain in the shelter areas until you hear the ALL CLEAR siren.

What must NOT HAPPEN when the siren sounds
Boys must not continue practicing or playing.
No duck-diving or any playing on fields whatsoever.
No walking around.
Do not stand under a tree.
Stay away from pools/puddles of water.
Stay out of open spaces (fields/car parks).

Where are the sirens / warning lights
On the roof of HPC and on the roof of Nathan House in the Boarding Establishment.

WARNING SIRENS / LIGHTS PROCEDURES
Lightning warning and evacuate.
LED Light on tower above the HPC and Nathan House will start flashing.
If you see the light flashing – it is not safe to be out.
The ALL CLEAR siren will be a series of short bursts and the lights will be switched off.

During storms/heavy weather – please make a habit of checking the warning light to see if you may
have missed a siren. If the light is off – it is safe to be on the fields.

Maritzburg College
Lightning Warning/Precautions 

Thank you
9
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SCHOOL EMAIL

U14

U16

Festival Directors: Wian du Plessis
recruitment@mcollege.co.za 

073 244 9243

Liam Smorfitt
smorfittl@mcollege.co.za

Goldstone' s, Snow’s 
& Barns’:

Laurian Kruger
krugerl@mcollege.co.za

Jaco Taljaard
taljaarj@mcollege.co.za

First Aid: 

All players’ meals are in the Keith Guise-Brown Dining Hall

All coach and manager meals are in the Victoria Hall

All players’ meals are in the Keith Guise-Brown Dining Hall

All coach and manager meals are in the Victoria Hall

Players

Coaches
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CONTACT DETAILS

FIELD CO-ORDINATORS

Yaksha Sarawan
sarawany@mcollege.co.za

082 352 1152

Cherize Singh
singhc@mcollege.co.za

U11 and U13
RUGBY FESTIVAL

Jesse Kriel

Lost and found will be inside the Kent Pavilion


